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are going to reaffirm with this resolu-
tion our commitment to the future of
Lebanon.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield to my distinguished
friend from North Carolina, Mr. DAVID
PRICE, who serves as the ranking mem-
ber of the Democracy Assistance Com-
mission, as much time as he may con-
sume.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman and
am proud to add my voice of com-
mendation in support of House Resolu-
tion 1088, which I have cosponsored
with the gentleman from California,
chairman of the House Democracy As-
sistance Commission.

In July, I traveled with the commis-
sion to Beirut to initiate a partnership
with the Lebanese Parliament. While
there, I had an opportunity to have
lunch with Pierre Gemayel. 1 was
struck then by his charismatic person-
ality and his enthusiasm over the pros-
pects for real reform in Lebanon.

In many ways, Pierre Gemayel rep-
resented the promise of Lebanon’s fu-
ture. A strong advocate of democratic
governance in Lebanon, he shook off
the constraints of confessionalism to
battle side by side with Christians,
Sunni and Shia Muslims to guarantee
Lebanon’s sovereignty against the per-
sisting threat of Syrian domination.

Pierre Gemayel was named to lead
the Industry Ministry in the wake of
the Cedar Revolution demonstrations
of March 14, 2005 and the subsequent
national elections which brought to
power a cross-sectarian coalition of
pro-democracy politicians, determined
to reform the Lebanese Government to
make it strong and effective and to re-
sist foreign domination.

Our Nation celebrated the courage of
the Lebanese people in registering
their demand for democratic govern-
ment in these elections, but we have
not done enough since the elections to
support the democratic institutions
and leaders like Pierre Gemayel have
worked to strengthen.

This resolution before us sends a
clear signal that the United States
must do more to support these institu-
tions if we hope to help the Lebanese
people achieve their dreams.

I thank my colleague, DAVID DRIER of
California, for his strong leadership as
chairman of our House Democracy As-
sistance Commission. This commis-
sion, as he has stated, has allowed
Members of this body to work col-
league to colleague to strengthen the
Lebanese Parliament and other par-
liaments in emerging democracies. I
look forward to joining with him in the
next Congress to continue this impor-
tant work.

And I join my colleagues in express-
ing condolences to the Gemayel family
and the people of Lebanon on their
tragic loss. We must also acknowledge
that Mr. Gemayel is but the latest in a
succession of leaders recently martyred
in Lebanon because of their fight for
democracy, beginning with former

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. We must
fight to bring justice to the perpetra-
tors of these crimes and to bring fulfill-
ment to the goals these pro-democracy
leaders have sought.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the resolution and to support
efforts to strengthen democratic insti-
tutions in Lebanon.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H. Res. 1088.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested, a bill
of the House of the following title:

H.R. 5385. An act making appropriations
for the military quality of life functions of
the Department of Defense, military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2007, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendments to
the bill (H.R. 5385) ‘““An Act making ap-
propriations for military quality of life
functions of the Department of De-
fense, military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2007, and for other
purposes’’, requests a conference with
the House on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses thereon, and appoints

Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
CRAIG, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. BROWNBACK,
Mr. ALLARD, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. STEVENS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JOHNSON, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. BYRD, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
LEAHY, and Mr. HARKIN, to be the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate.

———

CONDEMNING IRAN’S COMMIT-
MENT TO HOLD INTERNATIONAL
HOLOCAUST DENIAL CON-
FERENCE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1091) con-
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demning in the strongest terms Iran’s
commitment to hold an international
Holocaust denial conference on Decem-
ber 11-12, 2006, as amended.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 1091

Whereas Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has expressed his intention to
hold an international Holocaust denial con-
ference entitled ‘‘Study of Holocaust: A
Global Perspective’, to begin on December
11, 2006, in Tehran;

Whereas in August 2006, Iran staged an
international contest of cartoons on the Hol-
ocaust, endorsing and promoting prevailing
anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli stereotypes and
Holocaust denial;

Whereas Mahmoud Ahmadinejad wrote in a
letter in July 2006 to German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel, “Is it not a reasonable possi-
bility that some countries that had won the
war (World War II) made up this excuse to
constantly embarrass the defeated people
. . . to bar their progress.’’;

Whereas on October 26, 2005, in a con-
ference entitled, ‘“The World without Zion-
ism’’, President Ahmadinejad stated in a
speech that ‘‘Israel must be wiped off the
map.’’;

Whereas thereafter, these anti-Semitic
comments were broadly condemned by the
United Nations and others, including in a
measure passed by a unanimous vote of the
United States House of Representatives on
October 28, 2005;

Whereas Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s current
intent to host an international Holocaust de-
nial conference is only the latest in a series
of threatening, anti-Semitic, Holocaust de-
nial statements and actions he has under-
taken since assuming power;

Whereas to deny the Holocaust’s occur-
rence is in itself an act of anti-Semitism;

Whereas one who denies the Holocaust, de-
nies the greatest modern tragedy of the Jew-
ish people and the most extreme act of anti-
Semitism in modern history;

Whereas Ahmadinejad’s statements and ac-
tions occur in the midst of Iran’s relentless
defiance of the international community by
rejecting nuclear nonproliferation standards
and the latest United Nations Security
Council demand that Iran immediately halt
its efforts to enrich uranium; and

Whereas the longstanding policy of the Ira-
nian regime aimed at destroying the demo-
cratic State of Israel, highlighted by state-
ments made by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, un-
derscores the threat posed by a nuclear Iran:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns in the strongest terms Iran’s
commitment to hold an international holo-
caust denial conference on December 11-12,
2006, and any and all anti-Semitic state-
ments made by Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and other Iranian leaders;

(2) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to prevent a nuclear Iran;

(3) calls on the United Nations to officially
and publicly repudiate all of Iran’s anti-Se-
mitic statements made at such conference
and hold accountable United Nations mem-
ber states that encourage or echo such state-
ments;

(4) calls on the United Nations Security
Council to strengthen its commitment to
taking measures necessary to prevent Iran
from possessing nuclear power;

(5) reaffirms the TUnited States long-
standing friendship with and support for the
State of Israel; and

(6) vows to never forget the murder of mil-
lions in the Holocaust and affirms its com-
mitment to ensuring that such genocide
never happen again.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of House Resolution 1091 authored by
my good friend from Florida, Mr.
ALCEE HASTINGS.

This resolution does some very im-
portant things, Mr. Speaker. It con-
demns Iran’s commitment to hold an
international Holocaust denial con-
ference next week.

The Iranian leadership has been the
source of vile and appalling anti-Se-
mitic statements denying the Holo-
caust and calling for Israel to be wiped
off the map. Iran’s commitment to hold
an international Holocaust denial con-
ference reaffirms the radical regime’s
hateful policy aimed at destroying the
State of Israel.

Iran’s continued defiance of the
international nuclear nonproliferation
standards and its unrelenting support
of the Shiite insurgents in Iraq as well
as terror groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas clearly indicates that Iran’s
reprehensible statements are more
than mere rhetoric. The hateful words
of the extremist regimes must be taken
seriously.

This resolution by Mr. HASTINGS con-
demns Ahmadinejad’s stated intent to
hold the Holocaust denial conference
and calls on the United Nations to offi-
cially repudiate all of Iran’s anti-Se-
mitic statements and hold accountable
United Nations member nations that
promote such hateful statements.

Moreover, Mr. HASTINGS’ resolution
reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to prevent Iran from
achieving its nuclear ambitions and
vows to never forget the murder of mil-
lions in the Holocaust.

To ensure that the atrocities of the
Holocaust must never happen again, it
is critical that the world community in
a united and cohesive manner con-
demns in the strongest form possible
the actions and the statements of those
who deny the Holocaust while actively
planning yet another one.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I rise in strong support of this res-
olution.

Mr. Speaker, first I want to acknowl-
edge the efforts of the Democratic
sponsor of this important measure, my
friend and colleague from Florida, Con-
gressman HASTINGS, who is well known
as a strong fighter in the battle against
all forms of bigotry, including racism
and anti-Semitism.

This was particularly evident in his
distinguished term as president of the
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe when a number of con-
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ferences on anti-Semitism were held
with his support and sponsorship.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before
the House today condemns in the
strongest terms Iran’s commitment to
hold an international Holocaust denial
conference next week. The conference,
entitled ‘‘Study of Holocaust: A Global
Perspective,” 1is clearly designed to
spread the notion that the systematic
state-sponsored murder of 6 million in-
nocent men, women and children, prin-
cipally Jews and other targeted groups
by Nazi Germany and its collaborators
during World War II, was either an ex-
aggeration or a fabrication.

As the only Holocaust survivor ever
elected to Congress, I am outraged at
attempts to deny what I know from
firsthand experience to be tragically
true.

Let me be very clear: Despite
Ahmadinejad’s lunatic statements, the
Holocaust did happen. Six million in-
nocent Jews and people from other tar-
geted groups were slaughtered in this
genocide. I personally suffered through
it, and I lost virtually my entire family
in this historic horror.

We all remember, Mr. Speaker,
George Santayana’s famous statement
that ‘‘those who cannot remember the
past are condemned to repeat it.”
Iran’s Ahmadinejad not only wants the
world to forget the past, he also wants
it to be revised in the hope that history
will be repeated with the destruction of
Israel and the Jews. He clearly and
forcefully demonstrated this at a con-
ference in October 2005 when he stated,
“Israel must be wiped off the map.”

Last July Ahmadinejad spread more
deception and anti-Western and anti-
Israel propaganda when he sent a letter
to Chancellor Angela Merkel of Ger-
many suggesting that some countries
who won World War II might have fab-
ricated the Holocaust to embarrass the
German people and bar their progress.

In August, Mr. Speaker, Iran held an
outrageous international contest of
cartoons on the Holocaust to endorse
and promote anti-Semitic and anti-
Israeli stereotypes, as well as Holo-
caust denial. We can see that his
hosting this Holocaust denial con-
ference next week is just one more
abominable step in Ahmadinejad’s ugly
journey to undermine the West, pro-
mote global anti-Semitism and destroy
Israel.

Ahmadinejad’s declarations and ac-
tions are frightening not only to Israel
but to the entire civilized world. Iran
supports terrorist groups bent on de-
stroying Israel and the West. Even
more serious is the fact that Iran has
defied the international community by
rejecting nuclear nonproliferation
standards and the United Nations Se-
curity Council’s demand that Iran halt
its efforts to enrich uranium. Thus, in
the future, we could be facing an Iran
prepared to use nuclear weapons to
achieve its appalling destructive goals.

Mr. Speaker, this powerful resolution
not only condemns these outrageous
Iranian actions, it also calls for the
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United Nations to officially and pub-
licly repudiate Iran’s anti-Semitic
statements. U.N. member states that
echo and encourage such statements
should also be held accountable. As we
all know, too many U.N. conferences
and resolutions have been hijacked ir-
responsibly to promote the same anti-
Israel and anti-Semitic rhetoric and
actions. I personally saw this happen in
Durban, South Africa during a con-
ference against so-called ‘‘racism’ 6
years ago which was hijacked by ex-
tremists who used that conference to
denounce the State of Israel.

Mr. Speaker, we also must continue
our efforts to prevent Iran from becom-
ing a nuclear power and to condemn its
outrageous and destructive goals of de-
stroying our ally Israel and other
Western targets.

O 2015

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we must re-
mind the world that in spite of the lies
by revisionist historians and
Ahmadinejad, the Holocaust in fact did
occur, and millions suffered and 6 mil-
lion died.

As we see from the ongoing atrocities
in Sudan, the Holocaust saying of
“‘never again’ unfortunately has not
proved to be true. Thus we must re-
commit to do all we can to stop Holo-
caust denial, remember the past, and in
doing so, not be condemned to repeat
it. We must do all we can to stop mass
murder and genocide whenever and
wherever it occurs, as it does today in
Darfur.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, at
this time I am pleased to yield such
time as he may consume to one of our
leaders on the International Relations
Committee, Mr. BURTON of Indiana.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-
ing.

I cannot imagine anybody denying
the Holocaust. Anyone who has been to
Israel and seen the Holocaust Museum
or been to the Holocaust Museum here
could have no doubt about the tragic
events that took place by Nazi Ger-
many in World War II.

But what I would like to talk about
in addition to that right now is some of
the things that are going on right now
that bother me a great deal, that par-
allel this. In August of 1939 Soviet For-
eign Minister Molotov stunned the
world by signing the Nazi-Soviet Non-
aggression Pact under the watchful
eyes of German Foreign Minister Von
Ribbentrop and Soviet leader Joseph
Stalin. They signed that nonaggression
pact and what it guaranteed was that
there would not be a war on two fronts.
That was what Hitler wanted. And then
Lord Chamberlain went to Munich and
signed an agreement saying he would
give away the Sudetenland in exchange
for peace, and what happened was we
had a war that killed 62 million people.
Sixty-two million people.

We are now in the Nuclear Age, and
this leader in Iran who is denying that
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the Holocaust did not occur is hell-bent
for leather to create another holocaust
which, in my opinion, could kill hun-
dreds of millions of people, not 62 mil-
lion but hundreds of millions of people,
by using nuclear weapons. And it is of
great concern to me the things that he
has been saying. Ayatollah Khomeini
referred to the United States when he
was alive as the ‘‘Great Satan.” The
current leader and strongman, Aya-
tollah Khameneh’i, has ruled out any
possible kind of relationship with the
United States, calling us the ‘‘Great
Satan.” And on October 26, 2005, ad-
dressing a conference in Tehran enti-
tled ‘“The World Without Zionism,”
Ahmadinejad, the President of Iran,
said Israel must be wiped off the map,
described Israel as a ‘‘disgraceful blot
on the face of the Islamic world” and
declared that ‘“‘anybody,’” including the
United States, ‘““‘who recognizes Israel
will burn in the fire of the Islamic na-
tional fury.” He went on to say, ‘“To
those who doubt, to those who ask is it
possible, or those who do not believe, 1
say accomplishment of a world without
America and Israel is both possible and
feasible.” And then, quoting the Aya-
tollah Khomeini, he said, ‘‘Israel must
be wiped off”’ the face of the Earth,
“from the map of the world, and with
the help of the Almighty, we shall soon
experience a world without America or
Zionism, notwithstanding those who
doubt.”

Now, today the Baker-Hamilton
Commission indicated that we must
start talking to Iran and others in the
region. I have never been against talk-
ing, but it is distressful to me at a time
when they are hell-bent to develop a
nuclear program, a nuclear weapons
program, and the whole world cannot
stop them from doing it, that there
should be dialogue with them. It is
analogous to saying to Adolph Hitler,
after he invaded Poland, ‘“We want to
deal with you.” They tried that. Stalin
tried it. Chamberlain tried it. And 62
million people died.

What we need to do right now is do
whatever it takes to make sure there is
not another holocaust. Whatever it
takes. And that means making abso-
lutely sure that people who are hell-
bent to destroy Israel and the United
States and Europe, if they don’t agree
with their religious beliefs, that they
are stopped from developing nuclear
weapons. We must not let them develop
nuclear weapons.

This resolution deals with the Holo-
caust that did occur, and what I am
talking about is a holocaust that we do
not want to occur. And the best way to
make sure that does not happen is to
make sure that the President of Iran
and the ayatollahs over there do not
get nuclear weaponry.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield such time as he may
consume to the distinguished author of
this resolution, my good friend from
Florida, Congressman HASTINGS.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend Tom
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LANTOS, who has been stalwart in
fighting not only anti-Semitism but
bigotry throughout this world.

I would like to start by saying that I
am very grateful for the bipartisan co-
operation of many House leaders to en-
sure that this important legislation
was so promptly brought to the House
floor. In particular, I would like to
thank my good friends and colleagues,
the majority leader, JOHN BOEHNER;
Speaker-elect NANCY PELOSI; of course,
as I have mentioned, my extremely
good friend and mentor, the incoming
chair of the House International Rela-
tions Committee, the distinguished
gentleman from California, ToM LAN-
TOS; the current chair of the Sub-
committee on the Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia; and my fellow Floridian and
very, very good friend and colleague
and classmate and ally in a number of
mutual efforts on behalf of our respec-
tive constituencies; and the ranking
Democratic member, GARY ACKERMAN
from New York.

I sincerely appreciate the assistance
of all of these colleagues in allowing
me to introduce this legislation and
bring it to the floor for a vote on the
second-to-last day of the legislative
year and, importantly, prior to the oc-
currence of this nasty conference.

The haste with which this bill was
brought to the floor and its bipartisan
support is a clear testament to the im-
portance this congressional body places
on public condemnation of anti-Semi-
tism worldwide and the desire of con-
gressional leaders to rid the globe of
the scourge of anti-Semitism.

The commitment of Iranian Presi-
dent Ahmadinejad and other Iranian
leaders to hold a Holocaust denial con-
ference on December 11 of this month
is unabashed, reprehensible anti-Semi-
tism at its worst. I learned about this
2 weeks ago at a conference in Malta.
And to the man and woman that were
there, everyone condemned this action.

More than 70 years ago, a different
leader from a different nation rose to
power based on his open hatred of a
particular group of people. He started
by forcing Jews to identify themselves
with the Star of David on their cloth-
ing and enacting restrictive laws for
Jewish shopkeepers. He ended his cru-
sade, ‘‘the final solution,” with the
mass murder of 6 million or more Jews
in extermination camps.

I would recommend to Mr.
Ahmadinejad that he do as some of us
have done in the past, not even requir-
ing of him that he meet in this Con-
gress our only Holocaust survivor, who
in fact suffered immeasurably, as did
his family and friends and colleagues,
at the hands of this kind of hatred. I
would recommend to him that he do as
I did: visit Auschwitz and Treblinka,
and perhaps it would be there that he
may come to learn of the horrors that
s0 many people were confronted with.

If ‘“‘never again’ means anything to
us now, then we cannot ignore this lat-
est egregious act of anti-Semitism. The
world will not turn its back to Presi-
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dent Ahmadinejad and Iranian leaders’
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel, and anti-U.S.
public acts and statements. The same
country that spews such hatred to-
wards Jews is also on a determined
path towards nuclear weapon posses-
sion. But that is a whole different con-
flict that needs to be discussed on a
whole different day.

For today I want to just end and
focus on the topic of anti-Semitism.
Let Iran’s second Holocaust denial con-
ference serve as a wake-up call for the
entire international community about
the endurance of anti-Semitism in this
world. As the president emeritus of the
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe’s Parliamentary Assem-
bly, the world’s largest regional secu-
rity organization, and someone who
has traveled extensively across this
globe, I am acutely aware of the preva-
lence of anti-Semitism not only in Iran
but worldwide. Combating anti-Semi-
tism fits into my world view of the im-
portance of fighting all types of big-
otry. I have dedicated my entire profes-
sional life toward eradicating hate
spewed by racists, anti-Semites,
xenophobes and homophobes.

I greatly appreciate the fact that my
colleagues recognize the importance of
a unified international condemnation
of Iran’s commitment to hold another
Holocaust denial conference. We have a
shared responsibility to promote
awareness of injustice and preach tol-
erance education if we ever are to suc-
ceed in combating this widespread epi-
demic of hate.

I certainly am deeply appreciative
that Mr. LANTOS and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN
saw fit to permit this matter to be
brought to the body.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my friend from Florida for his
eloquent statement.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
also want to thank my good friend
from Florida, Mr. HASTINGS, who is a
proud defender of human rights and
freedom and liberty here and abroad as
well. We need more of them.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that
the House suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution, H. Res. 1091, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.
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